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Participating in Religious Events at School
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CITY OF ESPOO




NOTICE/DECISION





Education Unit





Religious Education or Ethics in Comprehensive School
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PUPIL INFORMATION

	Pupil's Name (surname, first name)

     
	Date of Birth and Social Security Number

     

	
	Pupil’s school


     
	Class

     

	
	Home Address


     
	Post Office and Postal Code
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PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

	Name (surname, first name)

     
	Phone number

     

	
	Home Address (if different from child’s address)

     
	Post Office and Postal Code

     

	
	Name (surname, first name)

     
	Phone number

     

	
	Home Address (if different from child’s address)

     
	Post Office and Postal Code
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EDUCATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
	In some cases more information from the Population Register Centre/ membership information of the religious community/arrangements of religious education might be needed.
1. 
A member of the Lutheran Church will join the Lutheran (majority’s) religious education (no form needed).

2. 
A member of the Finnish Orthodox Church will join the Orthodox religious education (no form needed). 
Parents/Guardians may enroll the pupil in the religious education of the majority (please fill in the form).

3. 
A pupil who is not a member of a registered religious faith will join education in Ethics (no form needed). 
Parents/Guardians may enroll the pupil in the religious education of the majority (please fill in the form).

4. 
The pupil follows/has been raised to follow or has a cultural background in 

     




(religion). (Please fill in the form) 

	
	I request that the pupil studies the following religion at school

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Lutheran



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Orthodox


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Catholic


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Islam



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Jewish


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Other, which?      
	I request that the pupil studies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Ethics


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Other compensatory 
education/structured activity at school

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Other compensatory education in 
his/her religious community (Please 
attach more information needed 
about membership in the community 
and how education is arranged.) 
Additional Details/Questions from 
Parents/Guardians (when needed)

	
	Parents/Guardians may have other requests regarding the pupil’s choice of religious education or Ethics. All problems related to this choice can always be discussed with the school’s principal.
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SIGNATURE(S) OF PARENT(S)/ GUARDIAN(S)
	Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature




	Date

     

	
	Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature




	Date
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DECISION
The principal fills in
	The Pupil’s Religious Education or Study of Ethics (possible explanations)



	
	Principal’s signature



	Name in Block Letters

     

	
	Decision §

     
	Place and Date
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APPEALING THE DECISION
	If you are unhappy with the decision, you can appeal to Helsinki Administrative Court within 30 days of receiving notice of the decision.


PUPIL’S PARTICIPATION IN RELIGIOUS EVENTS IN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Religious events and religious assemblies may be held in schools. Events like these are considered as practice of a religion. According to section 11§ moment 2 in the Finnish Constitution no one is under the obligation, against his or her conscience, to participate in the practice of a religion. Because of this, a pupil cannot be obliged to participate in church services, religious assemblies or other religious events.

The primary purpose of section 11§ moment 2 in the Finnish Constitution is to protect a person from having to practice a religion against his or her conscience. The pupil will be exempted from the practice of a religion on the grounds of his or her parents’/guardians’ notification. The school has the responsibility to ensure the pupils safety even if he/she is not participating in a religious event held at school. The school will arrange other activities for the pupil for the duration of the event.
	1

PUPIL INFORMATION
	Pupil's Name

     

	
	School’s Name


     
	Class

     

	
	Parent’s / Guardian’s Name

     
	Phone number

     

	
	Parent’s / Guardian’s Name

     
	Phone number
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PARTICPATING IN RELIGIOUS EVENTS IN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The pupil will participate in all religious events held at school during the school days.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The pupil will participate in religious events organised by his/her own religious community.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  The pupil will participate in the following religious events held at school during the school days.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The pupil will not participate in any religious events held at school during the school days.
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DATE AND SIGNATURE
	Parent’s / Guardian’s Signature


	Date

     

	
	Parent’s / Guardian’s Signature

	Date

     

	
	Principal’s Signature

	Date

     


This notification will be valid throughout the pupil’s school days. Parents/Guardians should inform the school in writing if there is a change of preferences for religious education regarding their child. The personal data file collected according to section 10§ of the Personal Data Act (523/99) and the notification of the use of the collected data in section 24§ of the same Act can be seen at the school office.

Dear Parents/Guardians,

When you visit your child’s new school, you can decide whether your child will take part in religious education or Ethics. You will also be asked if your child can participate in religious events organised by the school. By filling in the attached forms you can inform the school of your preferences. The information will also be documented in Espoo’s student registry.  

Choosing Religious Education or Ethics

Please do not fill in the form if your child is a registered member of the Lutheran or Orthodox faith. Pupils will automatically be placed in religious education according to their faith. Pupils who are not registered members of any religious faith will automatically be placed in Ethics.  

Please fill in the form if your child is of Orthodox faith or he/she is not a registered member of a religious faith and you wish him/her to study the Lutheran faith. 

Please fill in the form if your child is a registered member of another religious faith, not Lutheran or Orthodox. In this case, please use the form to inform which religious education you wish your child to study. We recommend that the choice of religious education will be followed throughout your child’s school days.  

Please fill in the form if your child is not a registered member of a religious faith, but he/she has been raised to follow a religious faith being taught in Espoo or has a cultural background in one of the religious faiths being taught in Espoo (the Catholic faith, Islam, Judaism, the Bahá’í faith and the Krishna movement).  

Religious events
Parents/Guardians of all students in Espoo will be asked to fill in a form regarding participation in religious events. This form is to ensure that pupils are not taken to religious events against their parents’/guardians’ wishes. The information will also be documented in the student registry so the information will follow your child in case of school change.  
The information is valid throughout the time your child is within the comprehensive educational system in Espoo. Parents/Guardians should inform the school in writing if there is a change of preferences for religious education regarding their child. 

It is recommended that a pupil attends all religious events organised by the school. In practice this would mean assemblies and religious services given by the Lutheran congregation. The school will inform parents/guardians in advance of all these events on the school’s internet pages, in parents’ evenings, school information leaflets and letters. 

Parents/Guardians can also choose if the pupil will participate in events organised only by his/her own religious faith. In this case, for example, a pupil of Catholic faith will not attend Christmas church service or assembly organised by the Lutheran congregation. 

The third alternative is to inform the school precisely which events the pupil may attend.  In this case the parent/guardian should write that the pupil will for example attend assemblies, which means that the pupil will not participate in other religious events. 

Parents/Guardians also have the choice to choose the part "will not participate in religious events held at school during the school days". In this case, other activities will be arranged for the pupil for the duration of the religious event. However, the pupil will not be exempt from school during this time. 
� Religious events mentioned in this document refer to religious assemblies, church services, the blessing of willow twigs (at Easter), and religious concerts or performances. The event can also be an event organised by another parish or by another religious community.


� For example:  assembly, the blessing of willow twigs (at Easter) or church services.





