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SCHOOL TRANSPORT AND TRAVEL ALLOWANCES 
POLICIES ON GRANTING 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
- The journey to school refers to the journey between home and school of a pupil in basic education inside Espoo. A pre-primary education pupil's journey to school refers to a journey from home/early childhood education place directly to the pre-primary education place and from pre-primary education home/early childhood education place. 
- School transport benefit refers to the granting of school transport or travel allowance. 
- The school transport benefit is applied by guardians using a separate application form. 
- A prerequisite for the school transport benefit is that the pupil attends a school designated by the municipality or school’s/kindergarten’s pre-primary education. 
- The pupil's guardians are responsible for the school journeys of the pupils who have applied and been selected for forms of education referred to in section 28 of the Basic Education Act (secondary school, weighted-curriculum education, English teaching, bilingual teaching, language immersion teaching, Montessori teaching). 
A school transport benefit can be granted to a disabled pupil in accordance with section 15 of the Non-Discrimination Act as a reasonable accommodation. 
- The school transport benefit is primarily granted as a travel allowance. Travel allowance is primarily granted for pupils in basic education by public transport as a travel card and, if necessary, in the case of pre-primary education pupils, as a compensation in euros. 
- School transport can be granted on the basis of an expert statement or some other very weighty reason.  
- The school transport benefit is granted based on the pupil's address within Espoo. 
- The school transport benefit can be granted for the entire school year or part of the school year. 
1. GRANTING OF SCHOOL TRANSPORT BENEFIT FOR PRE-PRIMARY AND BASIC EDUCATION STUDENTS 
1 Pre-primary education pupils 

1.1.1. Travel allowance 
The pupil is granted a travel allowance if the distance is more than 3 kilometers. The distance is measured by the shortest walkable and safe route from home/early childhood education directly to the pre-primary education place and from pre-primary education to home/early childhood education. 
The pupil's guardian is paid a subsidy equal to the compensation charged by an adult for a season ticket on public transport. In addition, at the request of the guardians of pupils aged seven or over a public transport travel card is issued for the remaining for the duration of pre-primary education. 
1.1.2. School transport 
The guardians must present an expert statement or a document proving a weighty reason as an attachment to the application (see section 4). A pupil in need of support in pre-primary education may be granted transport, considering as applicable, the individually decided early childhood education and care transport principles decided by the Committee. 
1.2. Pupils who start basic education one year later than stipulated 
The pupil's need for school transport or travel allowance is considered in connection with decision-making on the exceptional start of basic education. Student school transport benefit can be granted in accordance with section 1.1. 
1.3. Pupils in pre-primary education with extended or early compulsory education 
The school transport benefit for pupils in need of support for learning in pre-primary education and participation in pre-primary education is granted by the Committee's Early Childhood Education and Care transport principles. 
1.4. Pupils in extended or early compulsory education completing their first year of compulsory education 
Pupils completing their first year of compulsory education in a daycare centre or pre-primary education, can be granted school transport with an expert statement (psychologist, doctor) or for any other very weighty reason (see section 4). 
1.5. Pupils in grades 1 and 2 of basic education 
Pupils in grades 1 and 2 of basic education are primarily granted a school transport benefit as a travel card. 
1.5.1. Travel allowance 
[bookmark: _Hlk214956156]A pupil is issued a public transport travel card if the distance to school is more than 3 kilometers. The distance to school is measured as the shortest and safest pedestrian route. A travel card can also be issued for a shorter trip to school if the school route is estimated to be too difficult, tiring or unsafe in view of the pupil’s age or other circumstances. Guardians must submit an expert report or other document proving a very weighty reason to the application (see point 4). 
1.5.2. School transport 
School transport can be granted based on an expert statement or for some other very weighty reason. Guardians must submit an expert statement as an attachment to the application or other document proving a very weighty reason (see section 4). 
1.6. Pupils in grades 3 to 9 of basic education 
Pupils in grades 3–9 of basic education are primarily granted a school transport benefit as a travel card. 
1.6.1. Travel allowance 
A pupil is issued a public transport travel card if the distance to school is more than 5 kilometers. The distance to school is measured as the shortest and safest pedestrian route. A travel card can also be issued for a shorter trip to school if the school route is estimated to be too difficult, tiring or unsafe in view of the pupil’s age or other circumstances. Guardians must submit an expert report or other document proving a very weighty reason to the application (see point 4). 
1.6.2. School transport 
School transport can be granted based on an expert statement or for some other very weighty reason. Guardians must submit an expert statement as an attachment to the application or other document proving a very weighty reason (see section 4). 
1.7. Pupils participating in afternoon activities of basic education 
A pupil may be granted school transport from after-school activities to their home in accordance with section 1.5. Pupils in need of special support or pupils referred to in sections 20 c and 20 i of the Basic Education Act may be granted school transport in accordance with sections 1.5 and 1.6. If a pupil participates in after-school activities in a school other than the one assigned to them, the pupil can be granted school transport from school to after-school activities, but no longer from after-school activities to home. 
Guardian are responsible for school transport for pupils participating in after-school club activities and/or in leisure activities organized by other partners.
1.8. Pupils participating in preparatory education for basic education 
A pupil can be granted a school transport benefit based on the pupil's age level in accordance with section 1.1., 1.5. and 1.6. 
2. GRANTING SCHOOL TRANSPORT TO A PUPIL IN BASIC EDUCATION 
DURING TEMPORARY TEACHING ARRANGEMENTS 
2.1. Participation in support, assessment and guidance periods 
The payment commitment granted to the pupil covers the costs incurred by participating in basic education.
2.2. Participation in the Etappi period 
The pupil's need for school transport or travel allowance is assessed on the basis of the decision. The school transport benefit can be granted in accordance with sections 1.5. and 1.6. 
2.3. Participation in hospital education 
The pupil's need for school transport or travel allowance is assessed when taking the pupil in the hospital school. The school transport benefit can be granted in accordance with sections 1.5. and 1.6. If pupil participates in hospital education in another municipality, the pupil is granted the payment commitment and the agreement to be drawn up between the municipalities cover the 
costs of participation. 
3. GRANTING SCHOOL TRANSPORT WHEN STUDYING IN ANOTHER EDUCATION PROVIDER’S SCHOOL 
A pupil from Espoo can apply for teaching from another education provider. In this case, the pupil's guardians are responsible for the school transport costs. Exceptions to this rule are situations where school transport and related arrangements have been agreed between education providers agreements. 
4. EXPERT OPINION OR OTHER VERY WEIGHTY REASON 
4.1. Expert opinion 
Guardians must present an expert statement (from a psychologist, a doctor) as an attachment to the application where the pupil's ability to cope with the journey to school on foot or by public transport has been assessed traffic. The statement must take a stand on the duration of the need for transport and the mode of transport applied for. The decision-maker uses discretion in the on the basis of an expert opinion. Submission of an expert statement does not automatically mean that school transport is granted. 
The written approval of the principal/head of school or the director of the daycare center presented as an attachment to the application is not sufficient for granting the school transport benefit. An expert statement is not required for a pupil who has just moved to Finland and for whom an expert statement is not yet available at the time of the decision. 
4.2. Other very weighty reason 
Other very weighty reasons refer to reasons closely related to the pupil, for example, the safety of the school journey, a school accident that has occurred to a pupil, or reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Non-Discrimination Act. Reasons related to the family or guardians are not grounds for granting school travel benefits.
4.2.1. Safety of the journey to school 
The safety of the school trip is assessed by city officials. 
4.2.2. School accident 
A pupil may be granted school transport or a travel allowance in the event of a school accident if participation in teaching so requires. Guardians must submit a medical certificate as an attachment to the application. School transport benefit can also be granted on the basis of a school accident to a pupil who is studying in a non-municipal school as referred to in section 28 of the Basic Education Act at the school indicated. 
4.2.3. Reasonable accommodation under the Non-Discrimination Act 
According to section 15 of the Non-Discrimination Act, education provider must make appropriate and reasonable accommodations necessary in the given situations, to a person with a disability can receive education on an equal basis with others. For a pupil with a disability who is studying in another school in accordance with section 28 of the Basic Education Act, than in a school designated by the municipality, a school transport benefit can be granted as a reasonable accommodation in accordance with the Non-Discrimination Act, if the is justified. The guardian must submit a statement as an attachment to the application.

